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cent stronger, and when dyed is far more brilliant than
ordinary cotton.
A modern mercerizing range (Fig. 73) consists of a
series of machines, namely: a padding mangle for impreg-
nating the cloth with the caustic soda, a stenter, a series
of washing becks, and a drying machine.
The cloth, after singeing, is scoured and then passed
through the mercerizing range. After treatment in the
caustic soda the cloth passes to the stenter without being
touched by hand, and here is stretched. While stretched
the cloth is thoroughly washed with hot water. From the
stenter the cloth passes through washing, souring, and
final washing and then dried.